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Taz queſtion of Subſcription to the Thirly nine 
Articles of Religion, by the Clergy at ordination, 
has long been agitgfed in Exc LAup, and warmly 
and acutely diſcuſſed Iy the ableſt writers and beſt 
Divines : Some, ſtrenuouſly maintain its fitneſs, 
as indiſpenſibly requiſite to enſure unity of Opinion 
in the Members of the eſtabliſhed Church, and to 
3 exclude 
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exclude Diſſenters; ; others, no leſs ſtrenyonſly aſ- 


fert their unfitneſs, as controuling the indefeaſi- 


ble right of Private Judgment in matters of Reli- 
gion, and impoſing an intolerable yoke and bur- 
then on tender or ſerupulous Conſciences; while 
the more moderate, ſteer a middle courſe, and 
though they hold the expediency of a Symbol of 
Faith among thoſe of the ſame communion, yet 
recommend a cautious reviſion and a temperate 
reform of ſuch articles as are eſteemed EXCep- 
tionable, either in the matter or expreſſion. 


In IRELAND, the ies has long * dor- 
mant :——lt has however been rouſed at length 
by a learned and reſpectable Dignitary of the Iriſt 
Church, the Reverend Doctor Stokes ;—and what 


i may appear to add greater weight and authority to 
his Sentiments, Chaplain to our late and muck 


regretted Primate, Archbiſhop Neweeme, to whom 


he has dedicated his Eſay on the Nature and import 


of the 39 Articles in IRELAND, printed indeed, as 
appears from the title page, in 1799 ; though not 
perhaps circulated until 1800, after the Primate's 
death; and which therefore, I confeſs, does not 
weigh with me as unequivocal - evidence of his 

| Grace's 
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Grace's entire approbation of the ſentiments and 
poſitions contained therein. | 
Whatever reſpect I may owe to the opinion of 
an Old Friend and Brother; both, Members of 
the ſame venerable Seminary of Learning, and. 
embarked in the ſame cauſe, as fellow Labourers 
in the Sacred Vineyard; yet when that opinion 
ſeems rather to militate againſt the acknowledged 
Unity of the Eſtabliſhed Churches of Exo LAND and 
IRELAND in Articles of Faith and Diſcipline ; and 
perhaps tends . 40 remove the Landmarks” by ſup- 
poſing an eſſential difference in their Conſtitutions, 
founded on grounds which on examination, to me 
at leaſt, appear to be inſufficient, and untenable 
in their full extent: However undeſirable or ill 
timed any Controverſy about the Outzworks of Reli- 
gion may be judged by the beſt and wiſeſt pillars of 
our Common Church, at an awful and eventful 
period, when the Citadel itſelf is aſſailed by foes af | 
every deſcription ; and Religious Efabliſhments every 
* where unſettled or tottering throughout Chrifen- 
dom ;—({o tremendouſly characteriſtic of that diſaſ- 
trous ſeaſon of * wars and unſettlements“ Luke xxi, 


9. deſtined to precede the ſecond Advent of JIæsus 


Cur15r in Glory, to efabijſh, tie Kingdom of Tas 
ON B 2 N Gon 
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God or Hzaven upon Earth, Dan. vii. 14. Matt. 
vi. 10.) when on the contrary, the moſt learned 
and the moſt virtuous citizens, are loudly and 
imperiouſly called on, at this ' preſſing hour, to 
rally round the Sacred Standard of the Gop oF 
Ox DER; and all parties, ſe&s and denominations 
of Chriſtians, forgetting their feuds, and jealouſies, 
to unite © with one heart and with one ſoul“ 
againſt the Common Foe : Although the expe- 
diency may juſtly be queſtioned of mooting Specu- 
lative points, ſo long at. reſt, and of hazarding a 
Schiſm between the two Churches, at this moſt aw- 
ful Criſis, when the public mind is already too 
much diſtracted and diſturbed by the momentuous 
meaſure of Legiſlative Union, now depending; yet, 
I humbly conceive, there can be no impropriety 
in offering a few obſervations to the BRoTHER HooD, 
rather as motives of peace than of controverſy ; 

equally wiſhing to eſtabliſh and build the inde- 
| feaſible right of Private Judgment, as to the inter- 
pretation of all Laws and Ordinances, Divine and 
Human, (for which we both contend alike) on a 
firmer, a broader, and a more e durable Baſis. 


Doctor Stokes's argument to prove the diftinfneſs 
of the Conſtitutions of the Eſtabliſhed Churches 
of 


; 
of ENGLAND and IRELAND, is ſummed up un- 
der the following heads: p. 7. 


1. „ The Enel 18 STATUTE, the Excr isn 
Canon have HERE no force.” 


* We have No STATUTE requiring fubſerip- 
tion to the Articles, except in two very particular 
Caſes: viz. the Caſes of Heads of Colleges and 
Lecturers.“ 


3. Wx have xo Canon requiring declaration 
of unfeigned aſſent to every one of them, as s agreeable 
to the Laws of God,” 


4. «« The Title of them as it is introduced into 
our EccLESIASTICAL Law, is not a declara- 
tion of the Lawgivers intention, but a formal de- 
ſignation of the object concerning which the Law 
treats.“ | 

5- And hence he concludes : that we received 
the TyinTY XIX E (ARTICLES, merely as Articles 
of peace, not as Articles of Faith or Opinion,—** Ov 
Laws,” ſays he, © have,” in Biſhop Bramhal/s 

3 ; phraſe, 
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ph raſe, % Mens practices, not their opinions, for their 
7%. P. 31. : 


— 


I ſhall conſider each of theſe Heads in order. 


I. The firſt is granted, that EncL15n STATUTES 
or Canons, merely as ſuch, have no force in IxE- 


LAND hitherto. 


- 


The ſecond alſo I admit, that Subſcription to the 
Thirty Nine Articles is not enjoined by any Is ISH 
Statute, (except in two caſes) whereas in ENGLAND 
it is enjoined by the ſtatute of 13 Eliz. c. 12. re- 
quiring that every perſon to be ordained, and every 
Clergyman to be capable of a benefice ſhall read the 
Articles, with a declaration of his unfeigned aſſent ” 


The third is Logically true; for ws have no 
Canon, in the Words of the 36th EneLtsn Ca- 
vox of 1603, formally requiring the Clergy to ſub- 
feribe © willingly,” and * ex animo; and 70 ac- 


knowledge all and every of the Articles, to be agreeable @ - ©: 


the Word of God.” 


But I apprehend, the ſum and ſubſtance of this 

ExcLisn Canon, is virtually contained in the 

32nd CANoN of the Church of IXI Ay: 
— * Neither 


7 

— „Neither ſhall any per/or be received into 
the Miniſtry, nor admitted to any Ecclefraftical 
Living, nor permitted to preach, read, lecture, cate- g 
chiſe or miniſter the Sacrament, except he ſhall firſt 
by ſubſcription declare his conſent to the firſt four Ca- 
nous of this preſent Synod [holden in Dublin A. D. 
1634] and every thing contained therein.” |: 


And this IXI Canon I confider as fully tan- 
tamount to the ExGLIsH AcrT of 13 Eliz. c. 12. 
preſcribing © unfeigned aſſent” to the 39 Articles : 
eſpecially when compared with the Firf Iriſh Canon 
to which it refers : © For efabliſhing the Agreement of 
the Church of ENGLAND and IRELAND i the Pro- 
feſfion of the ſame Fartn,”—and which is as follows: 
For the Manifeſtation of oux Agreement with the 
Church of Exe L an, in the confeſſion of the ſame 
FAlT RH, and THE DOCTRINE OF THE SACRA- - 
MENTS, We do receive and approve the Book of 


ARTICLES OP REL1G10N, agreed upon by the 


Archbiſhops and Biſhops and the whole Clergy in the 
Convocation holden at Loxpo in the year of Oux 
Lok Gop, 1562; For the avoiding of Diver- 
fities of Opinions, and for the eſtabliſhing of Conſent 
touching rue Religion :—And therefore, if any ſhall 
hereafter affirm, that any of THESE [39] ARTICLES, 


had 


are in any part, ſuperſtitious or erroneous ; or ſuch, as be . 
may not with a good conſcience, ſubſcribe unto, let 

him be excommunicated ; and not abholved before 
he make a public revocation of his error.” _ 


In the interpretation of this fir Canon, Doctor 
Stokes introduces a nice and ſubtile diſtinction be- 
tween the meaning of the terms Ass ENT and Cox 
SENT ; the former,” ſays he, in ſtrictneſs relating 
to opinions or aſſertions, as an act of the judgment; the 
latter to ſomething done or to be done, as an act of 
the Will,” p. 14. And unqueſtionably, the autho- 
rities he adduces from our licenſed Tranſlation of 
the Bible, Acts xxi. 9. and viii. 1. and Biſhop 
Bramhall, whom he repreſents as the framer of that 
article, fully juſtify the diſcrimination. oo + 

But he candidly admits that in common accep- 
tation, the terms aſſent and conſent are uſed promiſ- 
cuouſly ; and that even Johnſon, in his excellent 
Dictionary, has not ſtated the different meaning of 
theſe words as critically as he thinks (a | I too) 
he ought to have done.” And as this is the Hinge, 
on which his whole argument turns, let us endea- 
vour to aſcertain, 1. The ſenſe in which it is uſed 
in, the Firſt Canon; and 2, the intention of the 
Framer. 


i. 13 
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II. It is evident then, that the meaning of the 
word conſent in the thirty- ſecond Canon, is to be 
determined by its uſe in the Firſt Canon: But in 
the Firſt Canon, it is obviouſly contraſted with 
« giverfities of Opinions and muſteonſequently de- 
note agreement in opinions, or concurrence in ſenti- 
ment, reſpecting the THIRTY-NINE ARTICLES OF NELL. 
qiod, common to both Churches. 


And it further appeats; that the word conſent 
neceſſarily includes aſent of the judgment to the 
39 Articles; as Articles of Faith or Opinion, ſo as 
to be held neither * ſuperſtitious nor © errontous,” 
in any part; terms which plainly relate to the yas 
lidity of the Doc rRIxES contained _— and 
hos previouſly to  erdination; | 


Aud as the Pins canon . and * eſs 
' tabliſhes Conſent touching true Religion,” * for the 
avoiding diverſities of Opinions; — So the SzconD 
| Canon eſtabliſhes the maintenance of the ax $ 


Supremacy in Cauſes — N 


All Eecleſiaſtical perſons having cure of Souls, X 
and all other Preachers and Readers of Divinity Lec- 
tures, ſhall to the utmoſt of their wit, knowledge 

C-. | and 


ro 


ind learning, purely aud fincerely, (without any colbur 
or diſſimulation) teach manifeſt and declare, four times 
every year at the leaſt, in their Sermons and other 
Collations and Lectures, that all »ſurped and foreign 
power (foraſmuch as the ſame hath no eſtabliſh- 
ment nor ground by the Law of God) is for moſt 
juſt cauſes taken away and aboliſhed, xc. 
And whoſoever ſhall hereafter maintain that he 
King hath not the ſame Authority in Cauſes eccle- 
fiaſtical, that the godly Kings had among the Jews, 
and Chriſtian Emperors in the primitive Church ; or 
[ſhall} impeach in any part his rega/ Supremacy in 
the ſaid Cauſes, refored to the Crown, and by the 
Laws of this Realm, therein Habliſted, let him be 
excommunicated ; and not reſtored, but only by the 
Archbiſhop of the Province, after his repentance 
| and public revocation of his Error,” 


ee 


—U— . neo Ade Er CS . 2 


The Txixy Canon eſtabliſhes « the Preſcript 
form of divine Service contained in the Book * Can. | 
mon Prayer.” 


The Fovxrx Canon, preſcribes * the form of 
conſecrating and ordering Archbiſhops, Biſhops, c. 
with an admiſſion, that © the Churches eftabliſhed 
under this Government, are TRUE CHURCHES,” And 

4 both 


Wh 


* 


both of theſe, are ſanctioned by the ſame penalty 
to be inflicted on every Recuſant: 


« Let him be excommunicated, and not reflored, 
until he repent, and publicly revoke his error.“ 


And here we may remark a diſtinction between 
the penalty to be inflicted for the violation of the 
firſt Canon, and the violation of the reſt 


| The penalty of Excommunication, preſcribed in all 
the four, is, in the three laſt, accompanied with 
deprivation, as plainly intimated in © the reforation” 
of penitent offenders; whereas their abſolution, only 
from an error in judgment, is required by the Firſt 
Canon; The firſt, being applicable to“ Perſons to 
be received into the Miniſtry” at their ordination ; 
the reſt, to perſons licenſed to preach, read, lec- 
ture, catechiſe or miniſter the Sacrament”. by ſome 
ſpecial appointment in the Church, as Curates, 
Preackers, Readers, Lefurers, &c. and who juſtly 
therefore, beſides excommunication, for Errors of 
Faith, incur n for breach of 3 
3 


„Non if all theſe, ann in the So 10 ca. 
nons, are bound, by their Subſcription, © to the 
"Es | utmoſt 
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utmoſt of their wit, knowledge and learning, purely 
and ſincerely, without any colour or diſſimulation, to teach, 
manife}t and declare, the doctrines and duties pre- 
ſcribed therein; is it to be imagined, that they 
who ſubſcribe to the TuixTY-NiNE ARTICLES, 
(as required by the joint import of the thirty- 
| ſecond and firſt Canons) are not equaly bound in 
conſcience with the Engl/ih Clergy—(by the m_ 
ſixth Canon of 1603) to ſubſcribe willingly” and 
* ex animo and to acknow/edge all and every of the 
Articles to be agreeable to the Word of God” as a pre- 
- vious requiſite to ordination ? a condition required 
of the Englith Clergy by the Statute of 13 Eliz. o. 
12, who are bound to read the Articles with a de- 
claration of * unfeigned Aſent; (implied here, vir- 
zually, in the word conſent according to com- 
mon Uſage—and the obvious interpretation of the 
firſt 1754 Canon) in order to be capable of - a: 


ing a Benefice, &c. ? 


As a ſubſcriber therefore myſe/f, to the roun FIRST | 
CANONS, and conſequently to THE ARTICLES; and as 
« an honeſt and a thinking man,“ endeavouring to 
the beſt of my ſkill and judgment“ to ex- 
pound one Canon of the Church, that it be not 


* to another” According to that Golden 


13 


| - Canon of comparative Criticiſm, inculeated in the 


20th ARTICLE OF RELIGION ; and according to the 
ſame rigorous rules of ſpecial pleading, for inter- 
preting the conſtruction of As of the Legi/lature, 
preſcribed and inſiſted on in Tempora Courts of 
Judicature z I am reluctantly compelled to expreſs 
and declare my diſſent, from the foregoing poſition of 
Doctor Stokes ; and alſo from the following general 
ſummary of his Argument : p. 26, 


«© The conſent then required to the rounx mer 
Canons ſeems to amount to a declaration and pro- 
miſe, of which this is the ſum : 


I conſider the THiRTY-NINE ARTICLES, the King's 
Ecclefiaſtical Supremacy, the Liturgy, and the Forms 
of Ordinations, as Matters which, by /aw and for 
the ſake of concord, ought not to be publicly impugned 
or ſpoken againſt ; and I promiſe that I will conform 
to the rFouR FIRST CANONS' in not impugning them; 
ſpeaking, writing or preaching againſt them; by 
maintaining the King's Ecclefiaſtical Suprematy ; and 
uſing, or concurring in, or conſenting to the «ſe 
(as duty or occaſion may require) of the pretcript 
forms of public Worſhip and Ordinations, and of no 


bther in their fead.” 
In 


— — — . — 
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In this explanation, the term © conſent” is plainly 
applied by Doctor Stokes himſelf to the Thirty-nine 
Articles, and muſt therefore include aſſent to Opinions; 
but how is this conſiſtent with his reſtriction of 
the term to the ſenſe of /fmple acquieſcence Or 
merely not impugning ?»»Or how is it reconcileable, 
either with common uſage, or with philoſophi - 
cal preciſion, to uſe it in that negative ſenſe ? 


| Theſe are niceties which I leave the moſt Learned 


to decide: For my part, I cannot eaſily conceive 
how it is poſſible to maintain—(i. e. to ſpeak, 


write or preach” in defence r) the Do&rines and 


Diſcipline of any Church Eſtabliſhment, (as the 
members of Ours ſurely are required, both by 
duty and intereſt) without a full perſuaſion of "we 
truth and fitneſs. 


And to the lukewarmneſs alas of ſuch deceitful 
labourers in the Eocleſiaſtical Vineyard, as content 


themſelves, with the mere opus operatum of their 


reſpective functions, or a mere Ap. ſervice; te With 
out publicly impugning or ſpeaking againſt, either the 
doctrine or diſcipline of their c or of any other 
Church or Sect ; may we too juſtly attribute the 
decay of the vital Spirit of REL1610x, and deſer- 


tion of the principles of PROTESTANTISM ; and 
tho 


15 
the growth of Latitudinarianiſm and Infidelity=—= 


threatening in no long time, perhaps, to overthrow * 
EVERY Religious Eſtabliſhment throughout Chriſtendom! 


«© He that is NOT WITH ME if AGAINST ME; 
And he that GATHERETH NOT WITH ME, SCAT= 
TERETH,” | . | 


* hen THE Son of Max cometh, 

Will he find x a1Ta upon the Earth ? 
= OF genuine W any where N in 
any Church. | 


Far be it however from my intention, even in 
the remoteſt degree, to impugn or impeach Doc- 
tor Stoker's ingenious and ſubtile diſtinction, be- 
tween the philoſophical uſe of the Terms Aſent and 
Conſent ; but what Tus canons ſeem to have 
« joined together,” in common uſage, I cannot, as 
a conſcientious ſubſcriber, · put aunder myſelf, or 
acquieſce, in what I conceive, to be an unjuſtifiable 
attempt, in any other; however reſpectable he | 
may be for Ratlany er or 1 4 1790 


III. And in order to decide the i" let us 
conſider the intention of the framers of the Conflitus 
a tions 


my _— 2 4 * 
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tions and Canons Ecclgfiaſtical of the Church Inz- 
LAND. 


From Ware, in his Life of Primate Ur, p. 108. 


we learn, that 


&* In the Convocation of the Iriſh Clergy aſſem- 
bled A. D. 1634, He (er) propoſed at the in- 
ſtance of the Lord Deputy / Strafford and the Arch 
Biſhop of Canterbury {Laud,) that to expreſs the 
agreement of the Church of IRELAND, both in Doc- 
trine and Diſcipline, with the Church of ENGLAND, 
the 39 ARTICLES of the Church of EncLanD 


| ſhould be received by the Church of IRELAND ; 
which was consented to by both Houses of Condocation, 


and the ſaid Articles were declared to be the Con- 
FESSION OF FAITH in the Church of IRELAND.“ 


« But hare, there was a Conteft between the Lord 


Primate and Doctor Bramhall, (then Biſhop of Derry) 


about eſtabliſhing Canons for the Church of Ixx- 
LAND ; which the Biſhop of Derry would have 


had paſſed in the ſame form and words with thoſe. 


in ENcLAND. The Lord Primate oppoſed this, 
as prejudicial to the Liberties of the Ghurch of IRE- 
LAND,” ——(Leſt, if the Zng//h Canons had been 

| | paſſed 
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paſſed verbatim, it might have proved prejudicial 
to the Liberties of the Church of IX ELAN D“ 
as more fully explained by Ware * in his 
Life of thy Bramhall, p. _ 44 

At laſt * 6 was a alien 4 
8 that 5ome of the Canons ſhould be ſelected out 
of the Engli/h Book of Canons, and ſuch others added 
as ſhould be judged agreeable to the polity and 
genius of the Church of IX ELAN B. This was ac- 
cordingly done; and a Book of Conſtitutions and Canons 
compiled, which was publiſhed in Dublin in 16353 
and approved 3 * 1 D under 
r 5 | A v4. ai rf 


Fi The'riady FR of the Exc Eren AfTICLES, 
is confirmed by Dr. Stokes himſelf, -p 19. from 
| Bramhialf's works, p. 936, as follow: 
Mog m . eue 2 . N 21 
Vn the firſt Convocation, after the Earl of S. 
ford's eoming to the Sword in IxEL AN the queſ- 
tion was kahn /y debared in the Houſe of Bifhops, con- 
cening the ExentskE and IxTsH Ax Tre ts, whe- 
ther of chem were ter in point of uncontroverted 
truth; and imity ald conformity, and prudential com- 
pliance with lender rw to be impoſed on the 
1 | n | 
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farsn Cutnoy” —— and aſter 2 full and free 
diſcuſton, it was reſolved by the very much greater 


(any. of Votes, for the An ricI ES or Enc- 


LAND. 

py Leland, in his 8 or IRELAND, 
Vol. iii. p. 28. informs us, that there was but 
ens member of the Convocation, who ne 
publ cly to avow his diſſent. = 


That there was a NY — 5 between he 
Lord Deputy and Primate Uſer, reſpecting the 
framing of the Ix Is Canons, we learn from the 


Lord Deputy himſelf: Strafford's Letters, Vol. i. p- 


301. in his Letter to Archbiffop Laud: 


« ] am clear of your Lordſhip's opinion, it 
were fit the Canons of EnGLAND were received 
HERE as welt as THE ARTICLES ; But the Primate 
is hugely againſt it: The buſineſs is merely point 
of honour, (or as Sir Thomas Copneſby. would have 
expreſſed it) matter of puntilis; leſt IRELAND 


might become ſubje& to the Church of ERL U 
as the Province of York is te that of Canterbury 7 


Needs forſovth ! We muſt be 4 Church of Ourſelves, 


which is utterly loſt, unleſs the Canons nRR E dif- 


r OI 
7 it! = fer, 
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. abt tn uf, nn 
yours in ENGLAND.” eig 


Doctor Stokes 1 . 15, that © Biſhop 
Bramhall was the perſon who framed and worded 
the Ix158 C Axons“ — This, however it may be 
| aſſerted by the writer of his life, may well be 

"queſtioned from the higher authority of Lord 
Stafford, Vol. 1, p. 343- in his Letter to Arch Bi- 

** Laud; | 


% Becauſe there ſhould be no queſtion [in the 
Iriſi Convocation. in the Canoy that was thus to 
be voted for eſtabliſhing the Ax rie ES or ENG- 
LAND] I did deſire that my Lord Primate would be 
pleaſed to frame it; and after I had peruſed it, 
I would ſend the Prolocutor (Dean Leiſy) a draft 
of the Canon to be propounded, num in a let 
0 OWN, mans 


„The eee ee ee 
copy whereof you have here) which I not ſo well 
approving, drew up one myſelf, more after the words 
of the Canon or ENGLAND ; which I held beſt for 
me to. keep as cloſe to, as N and then ſent 
A 


| | 


D 2 | Hi 
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His Grace came inſtantly to me, and told me, 
he feared the Canon would never paſs in ſuch form, 
as I had made it; but he was hopeful as he had 
drawn it, it might; beſought me therefore to think 
a little better of it:?! 11 V 


— told his Lordſhip, I was reſolved to 
„ put it to them in th very words; and was moſt | 
confident there were not /ix in lie Houfe, that would 
refuſe them: telling him by the ſequel-we ſhould ſee, 
. whether his Lordſhip or myſelf better underſtood their 
minds in that point ; and by that I would bs content to 
be judged. 


“ Without delay then, I writ a Letter to Dean 5 
Leiſy (the Copy whereof I likewiſe ſend you) with 
the Canon incloſed; which accordingly hat after- 
- 2001 7vas unanimouſly voted, firſt with the Biſhops, 
and then by the reft of the Clergy, excepting one 
man; (you ſhall find his name among the Com- 
mittees) who did ſingly deliberate upon the re- 
ceiving of THE ARTICLES OB ENGLAND, ' | | 


by 222 WB - <-- ˖ — — 
On, oo K wes . ce 7c. 
* 


4 


— — — — 


Surely this evidence is od &ecilivs that it was 
neither Primate Ufter nor - Biſhop Bramha/l, nor 
any Member or Members of the Convocation, who 
a s drew 
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* 


drew up or framed the 1134 Canon, eſtabliſhing in 
IRELAND the Articles of the Church of EncLanp, 
but Lord Straford himſelf : and if ſo, can we heſi- 
tate a moment about © the Lawgiver's intention N 
whether they were meant by Lord Strafford as 
% Articles of Faith or Opinion, or merely Articles of 
Peace? or whether by the term Coxsexr,” | 
this ſtrenuous and powerful Advocate for the re- 
ception of the Exc6L15nu Canons, did not moſt 
fully and explicitly mean to include ** wnfeigned 
Aſent ®” And I will leave it even to the deciſion 
of Doctor Stokes himſelf, whether © the Legiſlative 
Aſſembly, who enacted it in his wor Nagar * = 


a Wy gt Eſay, p. 21. 


IV. Whether Biſhop Bramkall underſiood that 
* our Laws have men's Practices xo r their Opinions 
for their obje#”—as Doctor Stokes conceives, p. 31. 
may well be queſtioned, from the following Ex- 
tract from Bramhall, P- 936, cited, Auen o. 19. 


1 


3 


« It is mere cbs to cry up liberty rp ic 
inen and have no tiberty, for Opinions :—=to' reſt in = 
general Truths, which no Party can deny to be ſuffi-- 
cient to  salvation, doth. commonly produce” Unity; 
But the Particular determinations of unneceſſary, con- 


troverted 
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troverted points, is for tie mot part, inconſiſtent 


ſtrong medicines to a body unprepared, encreaſeth 
the malady. As men have more power over their 
own actions than over their own judgments; by ſo 
much, their Practices are more proper _ of 
Laws than their Opinions.” 


Here the Biſhop by no means aſſerts that Opinions 
are not proper objects of Human Lato they unqueſ- 
tionably are, whenever they involve or juſtify Prac- 
tices repugnant to the Laws of Gop, or injurious 
to the Confiution of the eſtabliſhed Government 
in Church and State—He only aſſerts that practices 


with it: and if it be over-5uddenly preſſed, like 


in general are more proper objects than anal and - 


he ſpecifies the Opinions meant. the particu» 
tar determinations, (whether by Articles or Canons} - 
of controverted, ſpeculative points of doctrine, which 
are not adjudged neceſſary io 3alvation.” Such are 
all thoſe, which according to the gloriqus Libenty 
of our Articles, are merely of human Authority, and 
ge not contained in HaLy SCRIPTURE, ſo as not 
jo be read therein nor proved thereby.” — Art icle VI, 
All which are to be expounded or interpreted 
according to that Golden Canon, preſcribed in the 
** Article; j e N the Authority of the Church, 
| within 
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within its due bound: Not. 40 to expound 
one place nnn, this it be W to 
anot lar. 

An Admmirable Cann ef Criticiſm indeed, — I 
ly applicable, to the interpretation of all Human 
Laws and Ordinances, Eccleſiaſtical or Civil. as well 
as of Hol v Warr. 


V. And for this Lettuce of Interpretation, war- 
ranted by the Articles themſelves, I will contend 
no leſs ſtrenuouſſy than Doctor Stokes: And this 
I am perſuaded, is all that was meant, by thoſe 
great Divines and illuftrious and undaunted De- 
fenders of the Faith, Tillotson,' Burnet, Headley, 
Stilling fleet, Saunderson, Williams, &c. &c. But 
I will not reſt my right of private Judgment, to in- 
terpret Scxr1PTURE, Articles, or Canons, on nice 
and ſubtile diſtinctions between the Civil and Phi- 
lozophical use of à fingle word; inaſmuch as the 
Terms of 'all Laws human and divine are to be 
underſtood in their ordinary or uſual acceptation ; 
and as the meaning of any particular text of Serip- 
ture, is beſt to be diſcovered from the whole Tenor 
of Holy Writ) ſo the meaning of any particular 
phruſe or (expreſſion, in any Article or Canon, is 
beſt to be interpreted by compariſon of all the reſt 
therewith, | 


I frankly 


* 
' I frankly own, that 1 accede to the la declaration 


1 of the Great and liberal minded Biſhop. Barnet; 
than whom no man ſtudied the 39 Articles more 


critically, nor underſtood them better. * of 


his 0WN 0 6 IT 1 9.74 01 

1 Porn en Ki 6 a true __ for the Church 
of EnGLAND ; I have lived in its connection with 
great joy, and have purſued its true-intereſt with 
an unfeigned affect ion: yet I muſt ſay; there are 
many things in it that have been: w_ uneasy 10 
088,75 of ern egy 14 fin ar Lobiut: 4 111-1 


2 
— ” * 


i471 7111 Das en 7910 31697 


5 9 «The 3 adtrupties to the 39 Articles is 


a great impoſition : I BELIEVE THEM ALL MYSELF; 


but as thoſe about Original Sin and Predęſtination 
might be expreſſed more unerceptionabiy, ſo, I think 
it is a better way, to let ſuch matters continue 


Kill to be the SrANDARD OF DocTRINE, with 


ſome er Corrections; and to.\cengure tboſe Who 

l teach;any contrary doctrines; than to ohlige all. who 
ſerve in the Church, to gubicribe to them: The 
greater part ſubſcribe without ever examiniigithem; 
And others do it becauſe they nu do /, thbbgh 


they can hardly ſatisfy their: conſciences about 


gome ghia cin them. —Clurdhetꝰ and. Societies are 


x 3 . : 
1 * * f . - 


1 
much 
Fl. — 


1 . 
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much better ſecured by Lows than by Subſcriptions 
It is a more reaſonable as wo as more eaſy method of 
N N \ \ 


Of the Articles of human Impoſition, preſcribed 
by any eſtabliſhed Church upon Earth, the beſt” 
are thoſe, like the beſt man, rhat are chargeable 
with the feweſt faults. „ And theſe of the Church 
of ENGLAND and IRELAND, with all their al- 
leged imperfections, are perhaps the beſt of any 
Church ſubſiſting upon Earth. 1 know of none 
at preſent comparable thereto; nor any former- 
ly, except perhaps, the AL BIO EOTSsE Confeſſion f 
Faith, in A. D. 1200, which is conſidered as a Chef 
oeuvre ; (See, in the In18n PursviITs of Litt- 
RATURE, p. 98. a Tranſlation of theſe Articles, 
from the Latin of Sa xps, Hiſt, Eccles. p. 425.) 
And for a further Vindication of our ArT1CLEs, 
upon the foregoing principles of the VI. and 


XX, Articles, See the en London, White, 
799. x 


5 And to 3045 this “ yoke” and lighten this “ bur- 

then“ of Subſcription to the Articles, in the full 

ſenſe plainly intended by the framers, of © un- 
'- 8 Ft aſſent,” to the doctrines, al"! * © conſent” 
E. to 


| 
| 
1 
i 
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to the diſcipline and uſage of the Siſter Churches 
of Exc LAND and In EL ARD; (For I conſider 
the Iriſi Clergy, as much bound in foro conſcientiæ, 


by the Ia isn Canons, as the Eugliſt, by their 


Caxoxs and Srarurzs conjointly,)—l heartily long 
for more Halcyon days of public Peace and do- 
meſtic Tranquillity, when «the Pillars” of our Unit- 
ed Church may be enabled to inſtitute a cautious 
and ſkilful, Reviſe, and a moderate and temperate 
Reform, of ſuch Articles, or ſuch expreſſions as are 
an offence to Weak Brethren, a ridicule to Scof- 


fers, and a plea for Separation to Diffenters ; moſt 
ardently wiſhing, that the time may come, and 


that quickly, when we ſhall become One fold under 
one Shepherd—when all denominations of Chriſtians 
ſhall in © the cucceeding Age,” or Diſpenſation, evince 
the purity of their Faith by the holineſs of their 


Practice 


May this Haſty Sketch, not dictated by a ſpirit 
of controverſy, by a fondneſs for paradox, or by 
the pride and naughtineſs of Authorſhip, but in the 
ſpirit of © brotherly kindneſs and of Charity,” be 
read, with the ſame candour and ſincerity with 
which it is written: and let not my reſpected 


friend, Doctor Stokes, and fellow-labourer in the 
paths 
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paths of Literature, be offended, if I have freely 
canvaſſed his argument, and noticed what, how- 
ever ingenious, ſeems to be not ſolid reaſoning. 
The diſcovery of Truth, ſhould be the grand Aim 
and object of all our joint reſearches, in this Teoi- 
light State of Diſcipline and probation, and Infancy 
of Science both ſacred and profane. In ſuch a 
glorious purſuit, Let us not fall ont by the way; but 
endeavour, if it be poſſible, and as much as in us lieth, 
to keep the unity of the Spirit, in the bond of Te, 
both collectively and individually, 


ESTO PERPETUA | | 


K1LLESANDRA ; 
April 2, 1800, 


E2 POSTSCRIPT. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


S CE the foregoing Obſervations were ſent to 


the Preſs, I met with a Vindication of the 39 


Articles, and of their venerable Framers, from 
the long imputed Charge of Calviniſm, publiſhed 
laſt year by a reſpectable Engliſh Divine, Mr. 
Daubeny, in the Fourth letter of he Appendix to his 
Guide to the Church, Rivingtons, 1799 3 ſelected by 

the 
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the Britiſi Critic, in their Review of that work, 
March 1800, p. 239, &c. which, as it proceeds on 
the ſame grounds of Rational and Scriptural Inter- 
pretation, preſcribed by the VI. and XX. Articles, 
and adopted in the preceding Argument, may ſerve 
to ſtamp an Additional Authority thereon; and 
by ſuch coincidence of Sentiments between two in- 
dependent and unconnected Labourers in the ſa- 
cred Vineyards” of Enc6LAND and IrzLAnD, tend 
to illuſtrate that Unity of Faith and Discipline. | 
which has hitherto, and will I truſt continue to 
ſubſiſt, between both ; and with God's help, im- 
prove, that Harmony of Opinion, and co-opera- 
tion of pious and diſcreet zeal, ſo eſſential to ſup- 
port and uphold the venerable Fabric of our Ecclefi- 
aftical Conſtitution, from the Breaches daily and 
hourly made therein by the joint and perſevering 
Aſſaults of Sectarianiſm and Infidelity. 
A HOUSE DIVIDED AGAINST A HOUSE 

FALLETH. 


J. Mr. Daubeny undertakes to prove that the 
Peculiar Doctrines of Calviniſm are xor the doc- 
trines of the Church of ENGLAND : : | 


« There are certain poſitions” 15 he, “which 
| require 
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require only to be plainly ſtated to be generally 
received; becauſe being ſelf. evident they ſtand in 
no need of proof. Of this kind is the following: 
That our Reformers, in the Articles, Homilies and Li. 
turgy, in laying down a collected Syſtem of Chriſ- 
tian Doctrine, did not mean to contradift themſelves : 
——Conſequently, that our Church in the Sub- 
[ſcription to her Articles, does not require a Confeſſion 
of Faith from her Clergy different from that which 
they are taught to preach to their Congregations 
in the es/abli/hed * P. 201, 


He thin ſhews by evidence abſolutely incontros 
vertible, that Cranmer, Ridley, Latimer and Hooper, 
who chiefly projected and compleated the Refor- 
mation of our Church, were not themſelves Cal. 


viniſts: 


* Cranmer paid the higheſt regard to Melan®hon's 
Opinion; and the Twentieth Article was expreſsly 
drawn up againf the rigid doctrine of Predeftination, 
in conſequence of a particular communication be- 
tween theſe two celebrated Divines on that head. 
Melancthon's words, in an epiſtle to Cranmer in 
the year 1548, (three years before our Articles 
were finiſhed) were theſe : 
| {© Nimis 


3¹ 


Nimis horridæ fuerunt initio Stoice diſputalio- 
nes apud noſtros De Fata, et Diſciplinæ nocuerunt. 
Quare te rogo, ut de ali aliqud Formula Dodring 
oagiten. | | - 


«© What was Melancthon's Opinion on the Sub- 
ject of Predęſtination (to which the foregoing pal- 
ſage evidently alludes) is evident from the Augſ- 
burgh Confeſſion of Faith ; in which, after aſſerting 
the promiſe of Grace to be univerſal, and explain- 
ing the grounds of the Remiſſion of Sins and Juftifi- 
cation, he adds: Non eſt hie opus diſputa- 
tione de Prædęſtinatione aut fimilibus : Nam pro- 
miſſio eſt univerſalis; et nihil detrahit Operibus, 
imo exſuſcitat ad Fidem et vere bona Opera. Cap. | 
de Fide.” P. 20 


In addition to this Argument, which is corrobo- 
rated by large Extracts from the writings of the 
Engliſh 208 Mr. D. obſerves, 


« That ſoon after Edward's eſtabliſhment on the 
Throne, a Paraphraſe of the New Teftament was or- 
dered by Authority, to be ſet up in all Churches, : 
for general information. Now, at this time 
Luther had publiſhed a Commentary on the Gala- 

tians, 
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tions, and Calvin, his Inſtitutes : But it was the 
Paraphraſe of Eraſmus, which ouR REFORMERS 

thought moſt proper to promote the obje& in view 
on this occaſion ;-the Paraphraſe of a Man who 
had diſtinguiſhed himſelf in oppoſition to the Er- 
rors both of Luther and Calvin, on the Subject of 
the enſlaved Will, and abſolute Decrees.— The Ar- 
gument to be drawn from this circumſtance, in fa- 
vour of our REFORMERS not being, what all CALVI- 
NISTS are defirous of repreſenting them, it is to be pre- 
ſumed, is ſuch as no Calvinif will ever anſwer : For, 
if our Reformers meant that the Doctrine of our 
Church ſhould be received in the Caluiniſtic ſenſe ; 
and at the ſame time, made uſe of a Paraphraſe 
calculated to convey a different ſenſe to her mem- 
bers; they were pulling down with one hand, what 
they profeſſed to be building up with the other.” 
P. 210. - | 


II. Mr. Daubeny next proceeds to try the Arti- 
cle itſel. upon which his Antagoniſt, Sir Richard 
Hill had built his favourite poſition, ** that the 
faſhionable Syſtem of Divinity and faſhionable preach- 
ing,” (as he was pleaſed to term that of the Eſta- 
bliſhed Clergy) is ſomething very different from he 
true doctriue of the Church of ExcL an” —By the 

ſame 
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ſame rule of Judgment, already applied to the 
Compoſets of it: namely, that 4s a Compoſition de- 
ſigned for the uſe of the Chriſtian Miniftry, it muſt 
convey one determinate ſenſe, and cannot contradict it. 
fee. 

% Now the main Subſtance of this Article, ac- 
cording to Sir Richard Hills ſcheme (founded as it 
ſeems, on the extravagant doctrines of the Antino- 
mian Catvinifts) in his Apology for Brotherly Love 
teaches the abſolute and unconditional Election, and con- 
ſequently Salvation of particular perſons :—But the 
concluding part of the Article, in the moſt plain 
and decided terms, teaches the very oppoſite doc - 
trine ; by telling us, that God's promiſes are to be” 
recerved, as they are generally ſet forth in Hot v 
SCRIPTURE,” ——Theſe promiſes are general and 
conditional : The Sacred Scriptures informing us, 
that Redemption by CRRIST is as general as was 
the fall by Adam; And the redemption condi» 
tional itſelf:“ Fe 

[For ſince through Man came Death; 

Through Man came alſo the mae of the 
Dead: cn 
For as in Adam All die, | 
Even ſo in Carts ſhall all be made alive.” 
1 Cor, xv. 21, 
1 Since 
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Since then, through One Man's trangreſſion, 


Came {judgment ) upon all men to condemnation; 
Even ſo, through one man's righteouſneſs, 


Came (the free gift} upon all men to juſtification of 


Life. Rom, v. 18. 
For the Wages of Sin is Death ; : 


But the Gift of God is eternal Life, 


In Jzssvs CnrtsT ova Lon. | 
Rom. vi. 23. 
we obſerve . who for a little while was 


| degraded below Angels, on account of the ſuffer- 


ance of Death, [now] crowned with glory and ho- 
nour : To the end that, by God's grace, he ſhould 


taſte death for every man. 


Heb. ii. . 
Then Perer it his mouth, and ſaid: In 
truth F comprehend, that Gop is no Reſpecter of 
Perſons ; but in every Nation, whoſoever feareth 11M 


and worketh R16HTEOUSNESS, is acceptable unto 


HIM.” Aj '29e;5 
Work out your oꝛon galvation, with fear and tremb- 


ling: For it is Gop who worketh in you both 10 
will and to perform, of his good pleaſure, 


P hal, li. 12. 
Compare Matt. xxv. 9. and 2 Cor, iii. 5. Heb. 


viii. 10. 
For 
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For if we wilfully ſin after receiving Information 
of the Truth, there is no longer left a Sacrifice 
for ſins; but a fearful expectation of Judgment, 
and fiery indignation, deſtined to devour the Ad- 
verſaries. | 

Heb. x. 26, 

But I /Paw) -mortify my body, and reduce jt 
under ſubjection, leſt by any means, after I have 
preached to others, I my/elf might become a Caft- 
away. | 1 Cor. ix. 27. 

Wherefore, Brethren, be ye more earneſt, to 
make your calling and election ſure: for if ye do 
theſe [works,) ye ſhall never fall, 2 Per. i. 10. 

% J conceive then, ſays Mr. Daubeny, that I 
ſubſcribe to the Seventeenth Article, in that ſenſe in 
which it is deſigned by our Church that it ſhould 
be ſubſcribed When I maintain that the doc- 
trine of Predęſtination contained in it, is not to be 
underſtood in that particular and excluſive ſenſe, which 
has been annexed to it by ſome Chriſtians ; but in 
its general application to that Plan of Salvation by 
Jzsvs CnRISsTr, conceived in THE Divins Mixpd, 
before the foundation of the Word. According to 
which it is the ſettled purpoſe of. Gop that Every 
man ſhall be ſaved, who ſhall, through the Aſſiſt- 
ance of Diving Grace, be found in conformity 
F 2 - +, 1 with 
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with that plan. For the particulars of which plan, 
ſo far as they reſpect Man's conduct in the buſi · 


neſs, recourſe is to be had to the WII L or Gop, | 
as revealed in the Scripture” Every other in- 


terpretation which has been annexed to this Arti- 
cle, by different men, conveys a ſenſe which it 
does not maintain; and which the Article was framed, 
not to maintain, but 4% avoid.” p. 219, | 
* According to this idea, the Reformers in the 


Seventeenth Article, with the view of counteracting 


the falſe Opinions which prevailed upon the Subject, 
deſigned only to give 4 Scriptural Delineation af 
CARISTIANITY, conſidered as the everlaſting pur- 
poſe of Tae Derry ; that by becoming an intereſt- 

ing obje& of contemplation and comfort to fallen 
Man, it might thus, right contemplated, from the 
aſſured knowledge that his labours would not be in vain 
in the Log p,“ tend to the more effectual promo- 
tion of Chriſtian Piety and Chriſtian Endeavours. 
Our Church can ſcarcely be ſaid to lay down any 
doctrine in this Article, but only gives a ſeries of 
Texts relative to a Myſterious Subject; chiefly for 


the purpoſe of guarding againf the abuſe of them. 
In the preceding Article (the 16th) our Church 


plainly reprobates the Antiſcriptural doftrine of abſo- 


lute predeftination held by the Supralapſarians, Auguſ- 
tine, 
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tine, &c. aſſerting that * After we have received the 
HoLy Gnosr, we may depart from Grace given, and 
fall into Sin, &c. p. 219. 
. The concluſion I would draw from the 
b premiſes, applicable to the Seventeenth Ar- 
ticle is this: That as Reprobation is inſeparately 
connected with the Doctrine of Predestination, in 
the Calvinistic Senſe ; and conſequently could not 
have been omitted in an Article deſigned [as Calui- 
nists allege] to convey that ſenſe; And as it has no 
neceſſary connexion with Predestination, conſidered 
in Scripture as the everlaſting purpoſe of Gop, 
relative to the Covenant of Grace in-Jzsus Cnrisrt ; 
the circumſtance of its being totally omitted in the 
| Seventeenth Article, coupled with the conſidera- 
tion of a Clauſe being inſerted for the expreſs pur- 
poſe of guarding againſt ſuch an idea, proves to- 
me, that the Article was. unqueſtionably meant to 
be taken in the latter Senſe.” p. 225, - 
And this explanation of the purport of the Arti- 
cle, and intention of the Framers, given by Mr. 
Daubeny, I will add, is warranted by Biſhop Bur- 
nel, in his elaborate and cautious explanation there- 
of, candidly, and for the moſt part, judiciouſly ſtat · 
ing the oppoſite interpretations of the 'Calvinists 
and Remonstrants or Arminians. 
Y Calvin 
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N. B. Calvin nearly followed the Opinions of Au- 
gustine and the Latin Church ; And Arminius, at the 
head of the Remonstrants, thoſe of Chryſostom and 
the Greek Church. Arminius oppoſed the former, 
but not until ter our Articles were compiled. 


* It 1s very probable,” ſays Biſhop Burner, * that 
they who penned it meant that the decree was abso- 
Jute ; but yet ſince they have not ſaid it, theſe who 
ſubſcribe the Articles, do not ſeem to be bound to 
any thing that is not expreſſed therein. 


Though others infer from the Cautions ad- 
ded thereto, that the Doctrine laid down in the 
Article, muſt be ſo underſtood as to agree with 
theſe Cautions; and therefore they argue, that 
ſince absolute Predestination cannot conſiſt with them, 
that therefore the Article is to be otherwise ex- 
plained. They ſay, the natural conſequence of an 
Absolute Decree, is either presumption or despair: 
ſince upon that bottom, a man reckons, that which 
way goever the decree is made, it muſt certainly be 
accompliſhed.” Burnet, p. 168, Fol. 


* 


And that the latter inference was the ſenſe of the 


% 


Framers, 
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Framers rather than the fi plainly appears 
from the Cautions themſelves: 


AxzrTiIcLs XVII. 
I.—“ For Curious and Carnal persons, lacking the 
Spirit of Christ, to have continually before their eyes the 
Sentence of God's Predestination, is a most dangerous 
downfall ; whereby the Devil doth thrust them either 
into Desperation, or into Wretchleſſness of most unclean 
living, no less perilous than Desperation.” 
II. ©& Furthermore, we mut receive God's pro- 
mizes in much wie as they be generally set forth to us in 
HoLy ScrieTURE: And | 
III. In our doings, iat WILLI or Gop #s to be 
followed, which we have expreſſly declared unto us in 
the Word or Gop,” | 


* 


This whole Article of Prædestination, and theſe 
concluding Cautions in particular, are evidently 
taken from the REFORMATIO LEeGuUM EccLzs1- 
ASTICARUM, began in the reign of Henry VIII. 
and continued in the reign of Edward VI. 1552 ; 
in the Article Dz HEzRESIBUS, Cap 22. De Præ- 
destinatione. 


« Ad extremum, in EccLESIA multi ferts et 


+ 
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diſſalutis moribus vivunt, qui, cum reipſa curioff fut 
distorti luxu, et a spiritu CR ISTI prorsus alieni, tem- 

per Prædestinationem et Rejefionem, vel (ut uſitate 
loquuntur) Reprobationem, in germone jaclant; ut „ 
cum æterno conſilio Deus vel de Salute vel de Interitu 
aliquid certi conſtituerit, inde latebram ſuis male- 
ficiis et ſceleribus, et omnis generis perverſitati; 
quærant. Et cum Paſtores diſſipatam illorum et 
flagitioſam vitam coarguunt, * in vo/untatem Dx i cri- 
minum suv oR UM culpam conferunt 3 et hac Defenſione 
profligatas Admonitorum reprehenſiones exiſtimant: 
ac ita tandem, Duce Diabolo, vel in desperationem 
presentem abjiciuntur præcipites; vel ad Solutam quan- 
dam et mollem vitæ securitatem, fine aut pænitentid aut 
Scelerum conscientid, dilabuntur. Que duo mala, diſ- 
parem naturam ſed finem videntur eundem habere.  - 


« Nos vero SACRIS SCRIPTURIS eruditi, talem 
in hac re Dofrinam ponimus, quod diligens et acen- 
rata cogitatio de Predestinatione noxtrd et Eleftione, 
Suscepta fit; de quibus, Ds1 vohuntati determina- 
tum fuit antequam mundi fundamenta jacerentur.” Hæc 
itaque *« diligens et ſeria (quam diximus) his de 
rebus cogitatio,' priorum hominum animos ſpiritu 
Cur1sT1 afflatos; et carnis et membrorum ſub- 
n præſentes, [preſentientes] et ad cœleſtia 

ſurſum 


# 


1 


4¹ 
ſurſum. tendentes, duleiliw. quadam. et jucundiſ· 
ima, conſplatione permulcet : quoniam Fidem.no5 
tram de perpetud ſalute, per CnAIs TUN ad nog perven- 
turd, confirmat.; vehementiſſimas  charitatis in DEvUM. 
| flammgs, accendit ;, niraliliter ad  gratias agendas ex- 
zulcitat; ad., bong . ngs opera propinguiſime, adgucit z, 
et_a-peccatis longiſſime abducit; quoniam a Dro umus 
eſectj, et F1L11 £1vs infitwi : que. fingularis et 
eximia conditio ſummam a nobis ſalubritatem mo- 
rum, et excellentiſſimam virtutis perfectionem re- 
quirit. Denique, Nobis arragantiam minuit, ne 
viribus noſtris credamus quæ gratuitd Dx I beneſ- 
centid es bonitate indulgentur. Præterea, Neminem ex 
hoc loco purgationem cenſemus viliorwn ſuor um afferre 
poſe ; que Deys nikil-ulld in re. imsti constituit, nec 
ad peceata voluntates met nf. ita trdit.. 


« „Ges, Cap a Nohua adwoyendi 5unt 

uti in aFtiopibus, guicipiendis ad decteta, Pa ADe511- | 
YATIONILS, 56, not referat, ded univeriam. vite; me * * 
rationem ad Net L,t688 accommodent ; gu er fre: * 
miſſiones Bout, el mina: Malis, in Sackis Schr: 
TUR1S SENERALITER PROPOSITAS, contemplentur : | 
Debemus, enim ad. Dei Cvarun viis its ingredi, et 
in ills Dei VOLUNTATE commorari, quam in SACRI8 
We bateſactam eſſe r | | 
G From 
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From this admirable Archetype of the Seventeenth 
Article, framed in the true Spirit and uniform te- 
nor of Holy Writ, (and alſo from the Sixteenth,) it 
might perhaps be queſtioned, whether Biſhop Bur- 
net has not conceded rather too much, in aſſerting 
that · It is very probable that they who penned 
the Article, meant that the Decree was ab ſolute 
Eſpecially when he further ſtates in his Analyſis of 
the ee of the Remonſtrants, that 


The univerſal extent of the death of CuNiar, 
ſeems to be very plainly affirmed, in the moſt ſo- 
lemn parts of al the Offices of the Church: For 
in the Office of Communion and' in the Prayer of 
Conſecration we own, that Carr, © by the one 
oblation of himſelf once offered, made there a full, per- 
feRt and ſufficient sacrifice, oblation and Satisfaftion for 
the Sins of the wHoLE worLD.”—* And there are 
yet more exprefs words in our Church Catechiſm 
to this purpoſe ; (which is to be conſidered as the 
moſt ſolemn Declaration of the Senſe of the 
Church, ſince that is the Doctrine in which ſhe 
inſtructs all her Children:) And in that part of it 
which ſeems to be moſt important, as being the 
ſhort ſummary of the Apoſtles Creed, it is faid— 
« Gop THE Sox, who hath redeemed Me and ALL 
Mankind: 
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* 


Mankind :” Where Al. muſt ſtand in the ſame ex- 
tent of Univerſality as in the precedent and fol- 
lowing n words,. —“ TRR Farurs who made me aud 

Arx the Wards): n Horx Ones who canc- 
der n aui d- Es ems of C: which be- 
ing to be underſtood ſeverely, and without excep- 
8 this muſt alſo be taken in the ſame ſtrict- 


TAP; 168. 7891 W gales H 


WL. N — 497 


4 Biſhop Burnet, — the whole Oun- 
troverly fairly and impartially, has from motives 
of delicacy, forborn * on this occaſion to declare 
his own opinion ;”* yet it is plain from the forego- 
ing extraQs, that he fided with the Remonfrants, 
rather than with the Catvinifts—And he has not 
ſcrupled to declare it upon other occaſions : bans dh 


N. I have not in the 8 of the 5 
Article told what my own Opinion was; yet here 
I think it may be fitting to own, that I follow the 
x doctrine of the Greet Church, [as taught by Ori- 
gen, Chryſofom, &c.] from which St, Auſin departed 
and formed a new Syſtem.” Preface to the 39 Ar. 
ticles, p- vi, | | 


| Hence it appears that Biſhop Burner S 
G 2 pea ment, 
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ments, adopted by our molt Judleious *Divittes, ; 
'Dr. Waterland; Biſliop Prettyman, &c. and now by 
Mr. Danzer, afe ntarly the fame in fübſtunee; 
and to" theſe" feſpeckadle n Aukhörlties, 1, 4s 
a member BPthe Church of Pet, ive my M. 8 
nid Att ind Kat ihne 90. Ot 8 * 

t tit nie d os Slum in AO!! 

II. Having vindicated our Kefoftie) Hort the 

imputation of Calpinism, Mr. D. accounts for the 

prevalence of that Syſtem in the'Chuteh At 2 « ſyb- 
ſequent Peri, NN Wi 


The Marian Peſickution —— our 
moſt exemplary Divines into the 'very Hotbed of 
' Calviniſm—who led to Geneva and Zurich from 
whence in due time, they returned to their own 
Country, on the death of Queen Mary, luxuriant. 
if J may ſo ſay, in the growth af theſe opinions, 

with reſpect both to the discipline And doctrine of 
the CHRISTIAN Church ; which when arrived at 
maturity, effected the deſtroction of our Me 
denk. 1 | 


00 Although Calviniſm prevailed much in the 
| reign of Queen Elizabeth, yet it was not underſtood 
to be * the Seme "Y our Articles, even by 


! thoſe 
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'thoſe who held this Doctrine e are told 
by Srrype, that till about the year 195, Calvin's 
way of explaining the Divine decrees, was not en- 
tertained by many learned men of the Univerſity 
* Gorge. 


OY wi therefore be done in this caſe, the 
Clergy. who brought this diſgrace upon our Sound. 
and Scxiptural Churck Dodtrine, by the unſound and ä 
unſcriptural Comments, gloſſes and notions, which - 

22 ee fays) "ok lied out bf 
hilt our — ured pe p. 450 2 


u Ne Extracts tem U. Daubiny's et. 
rious and ſedfotiable Publication, ſupported by the 
: "high Authority of Biſhop Burnet, will, I truſt, b be 
7 deemed full, perfect and ſufficient, for the excul- 


| pation, of that admirable, though Kill ee 


and of rea de — from the 

injurious though prevaihing imputation of \Calvi- 
nim; An imputation indolently- and implicitly ac- 

quieſced under, i beo ably 0 of the ec 
| 2 by kom better things. * 


» 
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The alarming increaſe of Latitudinarianiſm and 
Schiſm indeed, in ENGLAND, founded on ſuch un- 
contradicted milrepreſentations;1s thus ably ſtated 
by Mr. D. | * 


Separation from the Church of this country is 
daily increaſing (a. Funds are eſtabliſhed, and 


(a) There is a ScQt of Mut, * profeſs to be 
members of the Church of England, and regularly attend 
Divine Service, and partake of the Holy Sacrament; but 
have places ſet apart for additional exerciſes of Devotion, 
at ſuch hours as do not interfere with the Church Service; 
and who therefore are not uſually conſidered © as enemies to 
the Eccleſiaſtical Eſtabliſbment. But ſurely, the ſetting 
up other places of worſhip, and following felf-appointed 
and unauthorized lay-Teachers, aſſuming to themſelves the 
title of Gofpe/ Preachers, and libellouſiy aſperſin 8 the gfa- 
Mibbed Clergy, as not preaching the genuine Goſpel of 


Cnxisr, is abundantly fufficient to evince, that their pro- 


ſeſſions of attachment are falſe and bellow. And the rea- 
fon which they do not hefitate to aſſign for their Conduct, 
puts the matter out of all queſtion; It is, that they may 
Bear doftrines more evangelical, and Preachers more ſuited to 
their taſte Such is the ill-diſguiſed prevarication of thoſe 
who affect to remain in fellowſhip with the Eſtabliſhed 
Church, when their ſentiments ang inclinations go another 
way.—Surely they are more dangerous than open Seceders. 
See BRrrisn Cxrric 1800, April, p. 410. 
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Writers employed to propagate ahd ſupport the 


Cauſe of Scliſm. 


« To preach and ſpread what is called the Gof- 
pel, carries with it a plauſible ſound, well calcu- 
lated to deceive the unwary ; and thus perſons of 
reſpectability both for Piety and Character, [Sir 
Richard Hill, &c. &c. ] are brought to countenance 
the proceeding. You may perhaps have heard, 
Sir, that the number of Licenses granted for places of 
diſſenting worſhip are, in 5ome parts of the Kingdom, 
increased within the last year, in a proportion of six to 
one. But it is probable you do not know, that 
ſome of the ſelf· conſtituted Teachers who apply 
for them, are of ſo low a deſcription of perſons, 
as to be obliged to Jubstitute their Mark for their 
Names Such are many of theſe Linerant 
Preachers, whoſe office it is, under the plauſible 
Idea of ſpreading the Goſpel, to intrade them- 
ſelves unſolicited into Pariſhes, in order to draw 
away. Congregations from their regular Miniſters ; 
and to ſpread through the Country theſe Seeds of 
Disaffection to the ' Eitabliſhment both in Church and 
State, which cannot fail, if not counteracted, to 
bring in due time an abundant ä ws 5 528. 


Vi 


| 
i 
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"And ſtill more n is, the, Caſe. of, 1150 d F 


LAND, where a thinly ſcattered Clergy: have 100 


combat the Superſtition and Fanaticiſm of nume- 
rons Hoſts of Papiſts and Diſſenters, and, to de- 


[ plore the lukewarmneſs and aljenation, of. thoſe, 


of their own Houſehold : And how the. zealous; 
and ſtrenuous endeavours of the Clerical Order in 


this Country, to maintain. and ſupport. the Eſta» 
bliſhed Government in all emergencies z (and, more, 


eſpecially during the late diſaſtrous ſeaſon of In- 
ſurreftion,and Rebellion,) have. been requited and, 
recompenſed, Poſterity will read with wonder and 
aſtoniſhment, in the Votes and AFs of TRE IA 181 


PARLIAMENT, from 1785 to 1800, ir eckig 
Tythe-agi ment, Kc | | 


0 that © OUR RuLERs Were. wise ! 
That A understood this ! 


869% 
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i future 9 of 1 and. of 
their Pos ERITY with which the due ſupport 
and foftering encouragement of the. ESTABLISHED 
CHURCH, | is ſo intimately and indiſſolubly con- 


nected. For let vain Philoſophers and ſhallow 


Politicians allege what they will, © there can be 


445 i 1 5 | no 


no National Proſperity of any duration, without 


| Religion ; And there can be no Religion, without 


a Reſpectable Clergy ; nor a reſpectable Clergy, ſuf- 


ficiently numerous for the exigencies of the Coun- 
try, without a decent maintenance being annexed to 
the office.” lt this be wanting in IRELAND, 
to ſupport our ſickly and puny Church Eftabliſh- 
ment, (5) it-will ſoon be degraded to the level of 

| . the 


(5) Through the defalcation of the dues of the Parochial 
Clergy of Inxl ax, by a gradual and ſyſtematic courſe of 


Encroachment on the part of the Laity, &c. from the 
time of the Reformation, untill the preſent day; 2436 Pa- 


riſhes formerly with Cure of Souls, employing about 3000 
Clergy Secular and Regular, are now dwindled to 1120 


Benefices, and 1001 Churches; employing about 1300 


Clergy of all deſcriptions, Rectors, Vicars and Curates : + 


How enviably different is the State of the Church of 


ExnGLAanD! There, within the ſame period, the number 
of Pariſhes, has riſen from 3,181 to 10, 6); containing 5 


at preſent 11,755 Churches, employing about 18000. Cler- 


gy of all deſcriptions. Thus, have the Clergy of Inz- 


LAND been reduced conſiderably more than one-half! from 
the inadequacy of their . proviſions z which at the wo 
day is eſtimated at not more than I 95,0001. a-year 3 ; 


leſs than a twenty-foirrth part of the computed e 


IRELAND, Five Millions Sterling, per Annum: whereas in 
ExGLAaxD, the Officiating Clergy haye been augmented 


80 
the Church of ScorLAN D; where the men who 


ſhould- fill the Prieſts' Offices,” from their rank in 
life, their Learning and their Probity, are now 


| 


than fourfold—and the Revenues of the Church, according | 
to the moſt accurate eſtimates, encreaſed from 43,5371. 
to 1,313,000], affording a taxable income of 1, 125, oool. or 


about a ſixteenth part of the computed Rental of ENGLAND, 
 Twoenty Millions per Annum. | 


The whole Proviſion for the Miniſters of the Kirk of 
SCOTLAND, in the year 1755, was about 68,500l. per An- 
num, which being divided between 944 Miniſters, afford- 
ed to each on an average, 721. per Annum : a pittance too 
{mall to uphold the reſpectability of the Scottiſh Church 
In ExXGLAND, the average income of Pariſh Prieſts, is 
about 1411. each per Annum 3 In IRELAND, the average is 
about 150]. per Annum : But to make Ireland a Proteſtant 
Country, the number of her Eſtabliſhed Clergy ought to be 
trebled: An event not to be looked for in the preſent age, 
and under the late Interdict. , 


N. B. The foregoing eſtimates of the State and Reve. 


nues of the Churches of England, Ireland and Scotland, 


are extracted from three valuable Publications Cove on the 


Revenues of the Church of England ; Reekes Maſterly Obher- 
vations on tbe Produce of the Income Tax, rectifying ſome 


miſtatements of Mr. Roſe's Pamphlet; and Smith on the 
Agriculture of Argyll, MonTaLyY Review, Feb. 1800, p. 


133. 


betaking 


5h 
betaking themſelves to ſecular and more lucrative 
employments, and their places are ſupplied, by an 
inferior Claſs, by ſuch as ought to have neither lot 
nor part in the matter.” Such are the recent and 
pathetic repreſentations of reſpectable Scottiſi Mi- 
niſters, © complaining of the inadequazy” of the 
Fund allotted in lien of Tythe throughout Scor- 
LAND, for their maintenance ; whereby their rank 
in Society is ſunk, and with it, their w#/ity and 
influence.” See the MonTHLY REVIEw, 1800, 
February, p. 133. | | 


I ſhall conclude this Pos rscRipr, with the fol» 
lowing impreſſive paragraph of my reſpectable and 
well informed fellow-laboyrer, Mr. Daubeny, with 

a ſlight variation in expreſſion, oven not in ſen - 
timent : : 


The cauſe I have taken in hand, I am ln aware, 
is not a popular causr: That weak and temporizing 
Conduct, by which many of the Cabinets of Eu. 
ROPE have contributed to the ſucceſs, of French | 
Policy, ſeems to be the Conduct which #5 fakes to 
be best Suited to the present circumstances of the Church, 
The conſequence, it is to be feared, will be, that 
the Deluge of Sefarianiſm which is now inundating 


our Land on every ſide, will in the end {weep away ; AL 


| 0 proghoſtic however, I ſoar, is not likelyi. 
to be liftened to, nor a ſuitable remedy to be pro- 
vided and applied at the preſent juncture: all. that 
looſe and negligent habit of thinking, that . mee 
Lesmness, or heedleſsneſs, Which is one of the pe- 
ö culiar and moſt fatal characteriſtics of the PpRE· 
SENT AGE, * caring for none of these things,” - muſt 
prove unfavourable to the Advocates for ei 
Order every where. That Minister and Steward 
of the Divine Mysteries however, who is not pre. 
pared to go through evi report, has undertaken 
an office for which he is unqualified: If they lave 
called THE MasrTrr OF THE Md Ee; ub, 
' how much more them of ht HousEH HD? Mal 
24. But No ORE having put his hand ts _ 
plough, and lookp back, is fit fo 363 the Kingdom of 
00h.“ Luke ix. 62.5 — 922 
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